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Company provides on-site medi
assessment to offshore workers

Connile Lewis
Oewis@theadvertiser.com

Three years ago, Dr. Joseph
, emergency medicine
director at Our Lady of Lourdes
Regional Medical Center, was
treating a heart sattack patient
flown in via helicopter from an
oilrig in the Guif of Mexico when
he lstched onto the idea of emer-
gency intervention via video tele-
conferencing offshore.
The rig worker, then 38 years
ok, had twice sought medical at-
tention and both times was told

he was OK. Upon his insistence,
bowever, he was flown ashore. By
thea his condition had reached
the point of irreversible heart

Pearson knew that an initia]
medical screening could have
saved the man from a lifelong
disability. Yet at that time there
wasn't sufficient computer band-
width t0 make video teleconfer-
encing possible at reinote offshore
facilities,

On another occasion, he tended
to an offshare rig worker who was
air Iifted to the hospital on the as-

u_sof)(stmllbhb.!t.i::\hhyetu. XstremeMD
hysicians, founded to provid
; via teleconferencing
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patented what it calls the XMD
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Responder,
The kits, which are
about &s tall and wide as.

mediate, on-site 'mad:-
cal assessment is that '
it provides Pm!-.
particularly those suf-
fering heart attacks and
strokes; a window of time
— muugh posaibly. to
medevac them to & hos-
pi!llun_shure-.'l'hutm
medications a doctor can
prumbeﬂuatmﬂnhw

the progress of a heart
attack or a stroke until an

operation, if necessary, ia

To dmn. however,
mmitnfthe‘l?ﬂ“mm
ters,” or screening ses-
gions with rig workers
have been preventative
in nature.

“The reason is we're
trying to get everyone
registered and in the
data base w:rth their




